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lowed to transpire, Ippolito, Alessandro, and Catherine were
all once more together in Rome, Ippolito being then twenty-
two and Catherine twelve; and the idea of these two becom-
ing united in marriage began by some to be entertained But
their common guardian, Pope Clement, had other plans for
both of them; he intended to use Catherine as the bait by
which to secure the alliance with the King of France which
he desired as a defence against the thraldom of the Em-
peror; while he had reasons of his own for intending that
Alessandro, and not Ippolito, should be Duke of Florence.
So, while during the early part of 1531 affairs in Florence
were left to be carried on by the provisional government
under Valori, Clement completed his arrangements for mak-
ing it equally impossible for Ippolito to become Duke of
Florence and to marry Catherine.

Ippolito's natural bent was towards the profession of a
soldier, and he disliked everything connected with the ec-
clesiastical life, and the ways and modes of thought of the
ecclesiastics among whom the greater part of his boyhood
and youth had been passed. Clement, however, who managed
these young scions of the family like pawns on a chess-board,
and had numberless ways of forcing them to conform to his
will, now proceeded to carry out his object as regards Ippolito
by conferring on him the dignity of a cardinal. Ippolito vio-
lently refused to accept the proposed honour, but eventually
was forced to submit (though he never would wear the car-
dinal's dress when he could help it), and, to get him out of
the way, was despatched on a political mission to Hungary.
This done, Clement sent Alessandro to Florence, where in
July he was declared head of the Republic; and ten months
later, while Ippolito was still absent in Hungary, the Re-
public was abolished and Alessandro declared Duke of Flor-
ence (May 1532).

Installed as absolute ruler of Florence at the age of